
Annual Members 
Meeting
September 16, 2026



Agenda



In the 
chat…

Write the name of 
the congregation, 
organization, office 
or ministry your are 
representing today.



Mission in 
the Era of 
Pope Leo 
XIV

“I would like to express my special 
gratitude to today’s ad 
gentes missionaries. Like Saint Francis 
Xavier, they have left their homeland, their 
families and all sense of security in order 
to proclaim the Gospel and bring Christ 
and his love to places that are often 
challenging, poor, conflict-ridden or 
culturally distant. Despite adversity and 
human limitations, they continue to give 
themselves joyfully, because they know 
that Christ himself, and his Gospel, are 
the greatest treasures we can offer. 
Through their perseverance, they 
demonstrate that God’s love transcends 
all barriers. The world still needs these 
courageous witnesses of Christ, and 
ecclesial communities still need new 
missionary vocations.”

Message for the 100th World Mission Day



Three 
Themes for 
Reflection



Questions 
for 
Reflection…



Encounter 
and 
Solidarity

“To all of you, brothers and sisters in Rome, in Italy, 
throughout the world: we want to be a synodal 
Church, a Church that moves forward, a Church 
that always seeks peace, that always seeks charity, 
that always seeks to be close above all to those 
who are suffering.” 

First Blessing Urbi et Orbi

“Love for the Lord, then, is one with love for the 
poor. The same Jesus who tells us, ‘The poor you 
will always have with you’ (Mt 26:11), also promises 
the disciples: ‘I am with you always’ (Mt 28:20). We 
likewise think of his saying: ‘Just as you did it to one 
of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did it to me’ (Mt 25:40). This is not a matter of 
mere human kindness but a revelation: contact 
with those who are lowly and powerless is a 
fundamental way of encountering the Lord of 
history. In the poor, he continues to speak to us.” 

Dilexi Te, no. 5



Encounter 
and 
Solidarity

“Mission is not so much about 
‘departing’, but instead ‘remaining’ 
in order to proclaim Christ through 
hospitality and welcome, 
compassion and solidarity. We are 
to remain without fleeing to the 
comforts of our individualism; to 
remain so as to look upon those 
who arrive from lands that are 
distant and violent; to remain and 
open our arms and hearts to them, 
welcoming them as brothers and 
sisters, and being for them a 
presence of consolation and hope.” 
Homily for the Jubilee of the 
Missionary World and Migrants



Communion 
and 
Cooperation

“First of all, I ask you to promote a 
renewed missionary cooperation among 
the Churches. In the communities of 
ancient Christian tradition, such as those 
of the West, the presence of many 
brothers and sisters from the world’s 
South should be welcomed as an 
opportunity, through an exchange that 
renews the face of the Church and 
sustains a Christianity that is more open, 
more alive and more dynamic. At the same 
time, all missionaries that depart for other 
lands are called to live with respect within 
the culture they encounter, directing to the 
good all that is found true and worthy, and 
bringing there the prophetic message of 
the Gospel.” 

Homily for the Jubilee of the Missionary 
World and Migrants



Communion 
and 
Cooperation

“Being a Christian is not primarily about 
practices or ideas; it is a life in union with 
Christ, in which we share in his filial 
relationship with the Father in the Holy 
Spirit… In this context, the Church’s 
primary missionary responsibility is to 
renew and sustain spiritual and fraternal 
unity among its members. In many 
situations, we encounter conflicts, 
polarization, misunderstandings and a 
lack of mutual trust. When this occurs 
even within our communities, it 
undermines our witness. The evangelizing 
mission that Christ entrusted to his 
disciples requires, above all, hearts that 
are reconciled and eager for communion… 
Needless to say, missionary unity should 
not be understood as uniformity, but 
rather as the convergence of different 
charisms for the same purpose, namely to 
make Christ’s love visible and to invite 
everyone to encounter him.” 
Message for the 100th Word Mission Day



Compassion and 
Responsiveness

“Christian love breaks down every 
barrier, brings close those who were 
distant, unites strangers, and 
reconciles enemies. It spans chasms 
that are humanly impossible to 
bridge, and it penetrates to the most 
hidden crevices of society. By its very 
nature, Christian love is prophetic: it 
works miracles and knows no limits. It 
makes what was apparently 
impossible happen. Love is above all 
a way of looking at life and a way of 
living it. A Church that sets no limits 
to love, that knows no enemies to 
fight but only men and women to love, 
is the Church that the world needs 
today.” 

Dilexi Te, no. 120



Compassion and 
Responsiveness

“The Church is present in the world as 
a sign of unity for the entire human 
family. She recognizes today’s 
questions and challenges as the 
current setting in which to carry out 
her particular vocation of listening, 
dialogue and service, and of being 
responsive to everything concerning 
the lives of contemporary men and 
women. This involvement in people’s 
lives helps the Church understand 
ever more clearly that her mission has 
a historical scope and entails a 
responsibility for the way in which 
social relations are built.”

Magnifica Humanitas, no. 19



Discussion…



Programs & 
Initiatives 
Update

• Synodal Mission Discernment Lab
• Fall Virtual Formation Series
• Church of the Sheaves: Equipping the 

Saints for Mission



Synodal 
Mission 

Discernment 
Lab (SMDL)



SMDL: 
Context



SMDL: Endorsements & Partnerships



SMDL: 
Overall 
Impact



Next 
Steps



Mission to Love—Proclaiming, 
Living and Sharing the Gospel Today

FALL SPEAKER SERIES



Session One: 



Session Two: 



Session Three: 



Church of the Sheaves: 
Global Mission 
Formation Project
The Church of the Sheaves: Equipping the Saints for Mission as Gift 
Exchange in the Catholic Church is a global initiative of the Dicastery for 
Evangelization, together with selected Catholic universities, ecclesial 
institutions, and mission partners across the five continents.

Rooted in the synodal vision articulated in the Final Document of the 
Synod on Synodality, this initiative seeks to form pastoral leaders—
bishops, priests, religious, catechists, lay ecclesial ministers, and faith 
educators—in a renewed missionary paradigm centered on gift 
exchange, interculturality, and mutual reciprocity among the local 
Churches. Its horizon is nothing less than the transformation of Catholic 
parishes and dioceses into genuine spiritual homes where all experience 
themselves as fully welcomed—as firstborn children of God (cf. Rev 1:5).



Church of the 
Sheaves (cont’d)

At the heart of this initiative is the creation of 
a Global Massive Open Online Course 
(MOOC) titled Gift Exchange: The Church 
of the Sheaves. This visionary project 
embodies Pope Francis’s synodal call for a 
Church that listens, learns, and journeys 
together as the pilgrim People of God. In 
harmony with Pope Leo’s insistence on 
bridge-building in a fractured world, the 
MOOC aims to form a generation of 
missionary disciples capable of discerning 
the cries of the poor and the earth, and 
prepared to transform structures that 
diminish human dignity and wound ecclesial 
communion.



Church of the 
Sheaves: Work to 
Date & Next Steps

• Fundraising: $25K raised to date with the 
generous support of USCMA members

• MOOC Input and Development: Listening 
sessions and direct outreach for content 
contributions for Missionary Sending and 
Reception module (theory, theology, 
formation best practice and resources, 
reception and integration)

• October 22-24, 2026: Vatican 
conference and audience with the Holy 
Father

• 2027: Continued program development



Church of the 
Sheaves : Needs

• We are in immediate need of additional 
case studies/resources related to:

• Accompanying missionaries during 
their time on mission

• Preparing communities to receive 
missionaries in a spirit of spiritual 
and cultural exchange

• Continued fundraising needs
• Sending delegates from Africa/Latin 

America to Rome
• Development of the course material 

and website



Questions & 
Comments







Details & 
Highlights





Registration (includes meals)

General Admission
$400 double occupancy
$450 single occupancy
$225 commuter

USCMA Members
$400 $325 double occupancy
$450 $375 single occupancy
$225 $150 commuter

Learn more & register at USCatholicMission.org

https://uscatholicmission.org/learn/programs/2027-conference/


Sponsorship



Resource 
Updates



COMING SOON! 
Online Member 

Portal

• Discreet logins for members of your 
organization/community

• Access exclusive formation resources & 
program discounts

• Update your membership status, 
organizational profile & contact info

• Renew online
• Submit upcoming events & 

opportunities to the shared calendar
• Locate other members based on 

categories such as mission regions and 
ministerial focus (member directory)

• Access internal USCMA documents 
such as reports & meeting summaries



Networking Tool: 
Member Directory

• USCMA Membership Directory Information 
Form - Organizations – Fill out form

• US Catholic Mission Association Membership 
Directory Form - Individuals – Fill out form

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/Y8njHXiRST
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/Y8njHXiRST
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/Y8njHXiRST
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/Y8njHXiRST
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/Y8njHXiRST
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/Y8njHXiRST
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/Y8njHXiRST
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/GcFEnyt1Kg
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/GcFEnyt1Kg
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/GcFEnyt1Kg
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/GcFEnyt1Kg
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/GcFEnyt1Kg
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/GcFEnyt1Kg
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/GcFEnyt1Kg


Questions & 
Final Comments



Closing Prayer
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