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Saint Paul reminds us that it is the Holy Spirit that powers our faith, that gives us 
different gifts for the benefit of others, and knits us into a community, a people, one 
body. The Spirit compels us to preach the Gospel everywhere so everyone can hear the 
good news in their native tongue.  

Jesus, in the Gospel, gives us a clear choice. Do we want to stay locked up in fear or do 
we want to embrace the peace he offers, accept the many gifts of the Holy Spirit, and go 
with him into the world he came to save? We are all called by Jesus to go forth into the 
world. What does that look like for you, for me, today?  

The Holy Spirit is the protagonist for the mission Jesus has entrusted to us. It begins 
with our simple profession of faith and rushes forth – like a strong wind – taking the 
Gospel to every people, in every tongue, in every stratum of human life. Come Holy 
Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 

Notes on the Sunday Readings 

First Reading 
The disciples are compelled by the Holy Spirit to go forth and preach so people – from 
across the known world – hears the good news in their “own tongues of the mighty acts 
of God.” 

Responsorial Psalm 
A prayer for the coming of the Holy Spirit and a song of praise for the power and the 
mission of the Spirit – “to renew the face of the earth.”  

Second Reading 
St. Paul makes it clear that the Spirit of God is alive in us in the very act of professing 
our faith, that the gifts we have were given by that same Spirit, “for some benefit,” and 
the Spirit forms us into “one body.”  

Pentecost 
May 28, 2023 
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A Missionary Commentary on the  
Sunday Reading 

Sunday Readings 
 Acts 2:1-11  

 Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 
 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 

 John 20:19-23 
USCCB link to the Sunday Readings  

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/052823-Day.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/052823-Day.cfm
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Go Forth … is a service funded by the Catholic Communications 
Campaign and USCMA, a community of faith leaders engaged in networking, 
formation, and advocacy for God’s mission. All who serve God’s mission are 
welcome. Learn more at www.uscatholicmission.org or call 202-832-3112. 
 
 

 

Sequence 
The Pentecost Sequence is a beautiful hymn of praise – recognizing and honoring the 
power of the Spirit – and petition. “O most blessed Light divine, Shine within these 
hearts of yours, And our inmost being fill!” 

Gospel 
It is Easter and in the evening the disciples are gathered behind locked doors out of fear. 
Amid their fear and confusion, Jesus, the Risen Lord, appears. He greets them with 
“Peace be with you” and shows them his wounds. It is really him. Once again, “Peace be 
with you” but this time he adds, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you,” and he 
breadth on them saying “receive the Holy Spirit.”   

Connections 

Tune in to the Go Forth… podcast with Ben Ouyang to hear the story of Fr. Tage 
Danielson, a Capuchin on mission in Papua New Guinea. Available on Apple Podcast, 
Spotify, and your favorite listening platform. We’d love to earn 5 stars from you, so be 
sure to leave a review.  

Come to the online Mission Cafe Monday, May 29th, at 8 pm ET to reflect on the 
readings, connect with others, accompany each other through our highs and lows, and 
explore what mission means for us today. Register now! 

Pray for Go Forth… that it will be an instrument God uses to strengthen the 
missionary Church.  

To learn more, or just to chat with someone about sharing your story, visit 
www.uscatholicmission.org/go-forth or contact Dr. Ben OuYang at 
benouyang@uscatholicmission.org.  

 
 

http://www.uscatholicmission.org/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/go-forth-missionary-interviews-from-the-u-s-catholic/id1688470569
https://podcasters.spotify.com/pod/show/goforth
https://bit.ly/May29cafe
http://www.uscatholicmission.org/go-forth
mailto:benouyang@uscatholicmission.org

