February 2019

Welcome to Encounter!
Missionaries are called to build bridges of solidarity. We need to be missionary disciples with one another—striving
to encounter others, challenging our perspective, growing in our faith and our relationship with God. Human fraternity lies at the foundation of how to foster encounter.
You know people who exemplify this discipleship, in the way they encounter and connect with others. Share this
newsletter with them. Invite them to connect with other missionaries through USCMA.

Franciscan University:
How Mission Changes Lives
Of all the opportunities a young person might have in
college, perhaps the most important is the opportunity
to find oneself and to discern one’s higher purpose.
That’s going to be different for everyone, of course, but
the students who are attracted to Franciscan University
at Steubenville tend to share one common trait.
Rhett Young, director of missionary outreach, puts it
this way: “I think it’s notable that our student body really has a hunger for mission trips and for proclaiming
the Gospel.”

Little wonder they’re drawn to the Ohio institution.
The university, with about 2,500 students, offers twodozen official mission trips over the course of the
school year, as well as a few “unofficial” trips, through
its Missions of Peace student outreach program. “Serve
– Inspire – Evangelize” is its credo, and the program
provides opportunities across the U.S., Latin America,
and Western and Eastern Europe for students to do
just that.
“The hope is that they will be comfortable sharing
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about their faith and putting their gifts and talents into
service for others,” said Ronald McNamara, coordinator of student leadership development at Franciscan.
About 450 students take part each year, so many that
some are turned away for lack of spots and encouraged
to apply again the next year. Their activities include
youth ministries, chastity presentations, prayer services,
home improvement projects, village ministries, medical
outreaches, and other apostolic endeavors. At their
heart, the trips are meant to provide opportunities for
students to grow in their faith and to spread the Gospel to those they encounter.
town, is small and economically poor; the school is
about one mile from the border, and many of its students wait in long lines every morning to cross from
Mexico into Arizona for the opportunity to get an academically and spiritually rigorous Catholic education.
Often, McNamara said, fathers will wait in the checkpoint line until they’re near the front, and then will be
joined by their wife and children, so the kids can get a
bit more sleep before their school day begins.
The Franciscan students participate in a service project—painting, cleaning, making repairs—while they’re
in Douglas, in addition to engaging with the Loretto
“I think they’re really on fire for the church and they
School students both by organizing retreats for the K-8
want to be out there and share their faith and bring the students and sharing their faith and conversion stories.
message to different parishes and different schools,”
Boury took over the advising role for the Douglas missaid Tiffany Boury, director of Catholic Leadership at sion trip last school year and will be accompanying stuFranciscan. “They’re giving up spring break to go. I
dents there again this March. She marveled during her
think that’s pretty powerful.
first visit to the town—her first-ever experience of misThe annual mission trips require months of planning
between Young, other faculty and staff advisors, and
student leaders—teams of two per trip, one male and
one female. Typically, the student leaders have participated in that particular mission before, making them
veterans of sorts and well-equipped to anticipate the
needs of their peers and the people they’re serving. Students must raise the funds necessary to go on the trip.

sion—at how tightly knit the parish community was,
and yet how welcoming of the Franciscan students.
She talked about the fun of a volleyball tournament,
with the school’s 8th graders playing the college students, and a Praise and Worship evening, in which
Loretto faculty and Franciscan students played live music while the Franciscan students prayed over the gathered assembly.

McNamara served as advisor for four years on the mission to Douglas, Arizona, to the Loretto Catholic
School, under the direction of the principal, Sister Mary
Aloysius, a Carmelite Sister of the Most Sacred Heart
of Los Angeles. Sister Mary Aloysius, also know, affectionately, as “The General,” pays regular visits to Franciscan looking for education majors interested in the
challenge of teaching on the U.S.-Mexico border.

“It’s a very engaging event, it’s very Franciscan,” Boury
said, but it was also a learning experience. Many of the
Loretto students had already gone home to Mexico,
and because it takes so long to cross back over the border, they couldn’t return for the evening events.
“That’s something cultural that you don’t know until
you get there, the sacrifices that some families make to
get a Catholic education. Next year, we’ll make adjustDouglas, which McNamara described as a “missionary” ments to the schedule.”
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“Spring break, it’s a tough ministry,” he recalled with a
laugh, “trying to have conversations with people when
they’re not intoxicated. They’re usually in a vulnerable
state, after they’ve partied a couple of days and wonder,
why am I doing this?”
The mission opportunities have expanded significantly
since those days, as the student body has clamored for
more, Young said. A focus for them is helping students
learn how to be pastoral but not preachy.
“There are sensitivities that we have to have in explaining the faith, and I think they’re more profound with
some of the gender issues and the misconceptions of
church teaching,” he said. “We’re helping our students
Like McNamara before her, Boury said she felt that her navigate those conversations.”
heart had been captured by the Loretto School mission. When not on one of the 24 mission opportunities,
Franciscan students also lead parish retreats through
“It was a great experience,” said Boury, who stayed
the SENT program and engage in local outreach, inwith a local family last year in Douglas and hopes to
stay with the same family again this year. “I think it just cluding serving at prisons, soup kitchens, and doing
really opened my eyes to the many different American youth outreach, through the Works of Mercy program.
homes and each is special and unique and precious.”
Young said many students start out going on a mission
trip and then become regulars in one of the local outreach opportunities. He finds that they all say the same
thing: the mission trip changed their lives.

“How does 10 days change
your life? I think it may have
been the first time they gave
themselves completely to
God’s will.”

“How does 10 days change your life? I think it may
have been the first time they gave themselves completely to God’s will. They’re going on this amazing
mission, it’s adventurous, it’s scary, and they jump in
with both feet,” he said. “God’s been there the whole
time, but it’s perhaps the first time they’re totally focused on His will. They see God in themselves, in their
teammates, in the people they serve, and they sum it up
with ‘this mission changed my life.’”

When Young was a student at Franciscan—he graduated 25 years ago—he said there was one mission trip
available, to Florida, to witness to college students during spring break.

Article by Julie Bourbon,
ENCOUNTER Editor

ENCOUNTER is an electronic newsletter of USCMA,
made possible in part, by a grant from Catholic Communication Campaign.
Donations are warmly welcomed and deeply appreciated. Contribute to USCMA resources and services here.
Membership in USCMA will connect you to the growing
network of missionaries - lay, religious and ordained. To
become a member, visit our website.
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Human Fraternity:

The Fruit of Inter-Religious Dialogue
On February 4, 2019, Pope Francis and Ahmad elTayeb, the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, an authority on
Sunni Islamic thought, signed a document on Human
Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together. This historic
moment took place in Abu Dhabi, in the United Arab
Emirates.
The document says:
In the name of God and of everything stated thus far;
Al-Azhar al-Sharif and the Muslims of the East and
West, together with the Catholic Church and the Catholics of the East and West, declare the adoption of a culture of dialogue as the path; mutual cooperation as the
code of conduct; reciprocal understanding as the method
and standard.
The document is remarkable on so many levels; it deserves our thoughtful and prayerful reading and, most
importantly, it warrants dialogue, cooperation, and reciprocal understanding in our neighborhoods, cities,
states, and country.

the faithful in this way: “through dialogue and collaboration with followers of other religions, carried out with
prudence and love and in witness to the Christian faith
and life, they recognize, preserve and promote the good
things, spiritual and moral, as well as the socio-cultural
values, found among” the women and men who embody the faith of these religions.
The Church has acted on these words. Pope Paul VI
established an office in Rome in 1967 to welcome everyone so that “no pilgrim, no matter how distant he
may be, religiously or geographically, no matter his
country of origin, will any longer be a complete
stranger in … Rome.” Indeed, every year since 1967,
the Church sends greetings to Muslims throughout the
world at the end of their fast of Ramadan, on the Eid al
Fitr. Pope John Paul II, in his 1985 address to Muslim
youth in Casablanca, said:

Christians and Muslims: We have many things in common as believers and as human beings. We live in the
same world. It is marked by numerous signs of hope, but
also by signs of anguish. Abraham is the model for us
More to the point, as missionary disciples, this moment all of faith in God: submission to his will and trust in
in the history of the Church calls all of us to a renewed his goodness. We believe in the same God, the one and
understanding of, and commitment to, inter-religious
only God, the living God, the God who creates worlds
dialogue.
and brings creatures to their perfection.

Rooted in Vatican II, the call for dialogue is a call for
Pope Francis, in his address to the Pontifical Council
encounter and solidarity. In Nostra aetate, the bishops of for Interreligious Dialogue on November 28, 2013,
the Second Vatican Council overwhelming exhorted
stressed:
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Dialogue does not mean renouncing one’s own identity
when it goes against another’s, nor does it mean compromising Christian faith and morals. To the contrary,
“true openness involves remaining steadfast in one’s deepest convictions, clear and joyful in one’s own identity” (EG no 251) and therefore open to understanding
the religion of another, capable of respectful human relationships, convinced that the encounter with someone
different than ourselves can be an occasion of growth in a
spirit of fraternity, of enrichment and of witness. This is
why interreligious dialogue and evangelization are not
mutually exclusive, but rather nourish one another. We
do not impose anything, we do not employ subtle strategies for attracting believers; rather, we bear witness to
what we believe and who we are with joy and simplicity.
Interreligious dialogue begins with joy and simplicity in
who we are and what we believe. It moves to encounter
– meeting another as a human being who shares with us
all that is essential to our common humanity. This profound encounter builds a relationship of reciprocal understanding and leads to dialogue and collaboration.

Read carefully Human Fraternity. I found my own reading confused by my cultural assumptions of liberal and
conservative, right wing and progressive. While the
document clearly condemns abortion, it also calls for
the rights and freedom of women. While it affirms the
centrality of the family, it also champions the poor and
the vulnerable.
The world continues to change. There is a saying of the
Prophet Muhammad that the Arabian Peninsula should
not contain any religion but Islam. Nevertheless, Pope
Francis presided at Mass at the Zayed Sports City on
February 5 with 130,000 in attendance. He preached on
the Sermon on the Mount: “In Jesus, we are the Father’s beloved children. The Christian life means living
out the joy of this blessedness.”
“Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and
kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your
Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew
the face of the earth.” (Catholic Prayers)

USCMA Happenings

Article by Dr. Donald McCrabb,
USCMA Executive Director

•

Gala 2019: Beauty Will Save the World | Join Fr. Josh Allen — the GTCC Chaplain—
and Harrison Butker — the kicker for the Kansas City Chiefs — as hosts for the Georgia Tech Catholic Center Gala 2019. March 1, 2019. For more information, contact Patty Schmidt
(pschmitt@gtcatholic.org)

•

Catholic Divestment: A Prophetic Stand for Our Common Home | Join Global Catholic Climate Movement to discuss the practical implications of the Church’s teaching and of the climate crisis
for US catholic institutions investment practices. March 15, 2019. Speakers include Amy Echevarria,
Amanda Hanley, John O'Shaughnessy and more. Register here on their website.

•

El Salvador Immersion Trip on March 20-26th, 2019. Maryknoll Mission Service invites parish ministers and deacons to El Salvador to celebrate the first official Feast Day of Saint Oscar Romero.
Contact Deacon Kevin McCarthy at kmccarthy@maryknoll.org . Apply now on their website.

•

Books for Review | USCMA receives complimentary books about missiology, theology, and spirituality for review. Our feature book this month is Intercultural Living: Explorations in Missiology
by Stanislaus and Ueffing. For this book or a current listing, email the USCMA Office Manager.

The United States Catholic Mission Association is a national alliance of individuals and organizations committed to
the mission Jesus entrusted to his Church. Through its members and services USCMA animates missionaries, prepares them for mission, accompanies them through mission, and form them for leadership. ENCOUNTER is made
possible in part, by a grant from Catholic Communication Campaign. You build bridges of global solidarity by supporting USCMA. Donate at uscatholicmission.org. Copyright 2019.
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